BURBAGE FALLEN OF THE GREAT WAR

PRIVATE JOHN HENRY ASBURY

Service Number: 11998

9th Battalion Leicestershire Regiment

Died Friday 21st July 1916, Aged 20

Born Smockington

Enlisted Nuneaton

Memorials: Burbage St Catherine’s Church, Wesleyan Burbage
Grave St Catherine’s Churchyard

John Henry known to his family as Harry, was the eldest son
of Annand Arthur Asbury of Sketchley Road, Burbage. Born
on 14* May 1896 Harry was educated at Burbage Church
Schoolunder the headship of Charles Higham.

= - ; \ x -

Figure 32 Harry with his Mother, father and two younger brothers

Shortly after the outbreak of war he left his job at Sketchley
Dye Works and enlisted with the 9" Battalion Leicestershire
Regiment in October 1914. Part of the third of Kitchener’s
new armies, the 9™ Battalion of the Leicester’s trained at
Perham Downs and Aldershot before embarkation to
France. By the end of 1916, this Battalion alone had lost 491
men. From 1915, Harry had served at the front and was
probably part of the British offensive of the Somme, which
had started on the 1**July 1916. On the 19" - 20*" July a main
battle was at Aubers Ridge near Artois where 7,080 British
and Australian Troops were killed without any progress or
ground being gained, perhaps Harry was injured here.

Figure 33 123 Sketchley Road, Burbage

On the 20™ July Harry wrote a letter to his parents from a
troop ship bringing casualties back to Dover from France
telling them he had been shot above the knee and had a
broken leg, but was ‘going on first rate and not to worry’.
Sadly, he would die the day after writing his letter home.
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Figure 35 Letter home Page 2
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After over 18 hours travelling, he was transferred to Netley
Military Hospital at Southampton. In his final hours he was
treated by the Burbage Rector’s son, Dr Fletcher, a Doctor
and Captain in the Royal Army Medical Corps stationed at
Netley. Along with Harry’s last letter and personal effects,
the family still have the wire notifying them of his death. Just
a basic printed form with Harry’s details written in. The body
was brought back to Burbage the following week and was
laid to restin the village churchyard the same afternoon.

A firing party of thirteen from Glen Parva, consisting of
men who had recovered from wounds, under Sergeant |
Green, the well-known Barwell Cricketer, attended to give
the deceased military honours, while six others bore the
coffinto the graveside.
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Figure 37 Report of Death Pte Asbury
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Figure 38 Pte Asbury Memorial Card

The coffinwas ashell storage box covered witha Union Jackand
the deceased’s capandbelt. The service was conducted by Rev.
J P A Fletcher, Charles Higham read the lesson and the village
schoolchildren sang the hymn ’Jesu, lover of my soul’. Most of
the village witnessed the internment, a volley being fired
followed by a bugler sounding the last post and the firing party
presentingfixedbayonets.Ratherthan waitforthe usual military
Portland stone memorial, the Asbury family ‘went into debt to
the sum of £40 to provide John with a lasting memorial, which
has been, lovingly maintained for over 90years.

Figure 39 Harry’s Medals
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Figure 41 Pte Asbury Decoration Letter
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Figure 42 Pte Asbury Medal Letter

OlN HI@ MAJ TYS SERVICE.

Figure 43 St Catherine’s Churchyard

BURBAGE
Rose Garden of Remembrance.
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MAJOR HURST hopes that

will be able to be present at the

Planting of the Memorial Roses, on
Saturday, March 26th. 1921, at 3 p.m.

Figure 44 Asbury Family Invitation to Rose Planting
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Figure 45 Pte Asbury Medals Envelope



